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he Philippine Numismatic and Antiquarian Society has 

grown in fifty years from a small band of aficionados to a 
large organization comprising over six hundred active members. 
Its span of existence covers what by deliberate understatement 
may be called an exceptionally eventful period in the nation’s 
history. 

Economically, the Society, which was born at the height of the 
world’s prewar prosperity, quickly saw the country overtaken by 
the great depression of the 30’s, revitalized by the gold-mining 
boom late in the decade only to suffer complete destruction 
during the war years, and then rise again in reconstruction, 
development and industrialization. 

Politically, the Society saw the transition from direct colonial 
administration to autonomy under the Commonwealth, occupa- 
tion by an enemy army, liberation by the Allied Forces, and 
finally independence under the Republic. 

Numismatically, the Society has seen the increasing variety of 
Philippine coin design, as well as the evolution of its paper money 
towards more markedly national themes. It was also witness to the 
proliferation of the emergency and guerrilla currencies of the war 
period which, with their crude printing and make-shift designs, are 
a touching testimonial to the heroism of those times. 

In the last five years, with the establishment of the Central 
Bank Money Museum, the Society has gained a show-place where 
it can send its members to view the currencies of different periods 
and different countries, as well as being a repository forits library | 
of numismatic materials. It has projected itself on the 
international numismatic scene and its annual conventions have 
begun to attract a respectable following of international hobbyists 
and dealers. This year’s celebration promises to be the biggest ever 
among such conventions. 

Barrilla salutes the PNAS on its Golden Jubilee and wishes it 
many more years of fruitful activity. 
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Philippine Numismatics 


HISTORY OF THE PHILIPPINE 
NUMISMATIC & ANTIQUARIAN 
SOCIETY 


by Angelita G. Legarda 


fi oday the collecting of antiques has 
“become a fad, engaged in by so many 
people of different professions and 
occupations, young and old, that in 
almost any gathering of people one is 
bound to encounter several “‘collectors’’, 
and most middle and upper-income level 
homes are not considered complete unless 
an antique object is displayed in the 
living-room. Antique dealers are pursued, 
courted and cajoled by eager buyers, and 
small fortunes exchange hands in daily 
transactions. Yet this was not always so. 
Fifty years ago the known collectors of 
antiques could be counted on the fingers 
of one’s hands, and among these few were 
a couple of scholars and intellectuals, 
dedicated to the study and conservation 
of the relics of our historic past. The 
story we have to tell is the story of how 
the tiny seed these gentlemen planted 
half a century ago has grown to a strong 
and hardy tree. 

Dr. Jose P. Bantug was a physician, 
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deeply involved in public health services. 
Although medicine was his profession, he 
was much more than just a physician. He 
was a man proud of his Filipino heritage, 
concerned not only with the conservation 
and collection of objects representing this 
cultural heritage, but also with projecting 
this image of Filipino culture abroad to 
people who still thought of Filipinos at 
the time as clothed in bark and living in 
tree-tops. Fortunately Dr. Bantug was 
also gifted with the intellectual capacities 
and talents to study the objects of his 
collection and apply his scientific disci- 
pline to the analysis and recording of the 
results of his studies. 

There was another man who shared 
Dr. Bantug’s interests and enthusiasm, all 
the more admirable because he was not a 
Filipino but an American who considered 
the Philippines his adopted country. Dr. 
Gilbert S. Perez, an educator by profes- 
sion, was also a writer, artist, philosopher, 
scholar, historian, and a lover of things 


167 


Philippine. More than just a collector, he 
became the mentor of many future 
hobbyists, advisor to the government on 
cultural matters, and Superintendent of 
Vocational Education of what was then 
the Department of Public Instruction. 

It was probably inevitable that these 
two men, bound in friendship by their 
common interests, should one day in 
March find themselves thinking about 
gathering together other people they 
knew who shared their interest in 
coliecting old coins and antiques and 
forming a friendly society for the purpose 
of fostering interest in the significance 
and conservation of historical artifacts, 
and of sharing and increasing knowledge 
regarding these items. Such societies and 
associations existed in other places they 
knew, the largest and probably most well- 
known at the time being the American 
Numismatic Association (ANA). They 
were well aware of the collectors’ role in 
preserving significant portions of a 
nation’s cultural heritage, and it was their 
dream that the pleasure and enjoyment 
that they experienced from their hobby 
would eventually be shared by more 
people, for they realized that in the 
process of collecting as a hobby the 
collector was serving the nation’s best 
interests as well. 

Together with Inocencio Delgado, 
another collector-friend, Dr. Bantug and 
Dr. Perez spent an afternoon in Dr. 
Bantug’s office at the Bureau of Health 
excitedly discussing and planning the 
formation of such a society. When they 
issued invitations to other known col- 
lectors, they found a small group of 
people who shared their enthusiasm, and 
the Philippine Numismatic and An- 
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tiquarian Society (PNAS) was born. 

All those who attended the first 
meeting were invited to be charter 
members of the fledgling society, and it is 
recorded that the following were charter 


members: National Treasurer Salvador 
Lagdameo, Gilbert S. Perez, Jose P. 
Bantug, Inocencio Delgado, Teodoro 


Kalaw, Mariano Herrera, Francisco Fer- 
raz, Capt. and Mrs. T.N. McKinney, Jose 
Panganiban, Ramon Aviles, Sy Eng Kiy, 
Salvador Decena, and Luis Montilla. 
Felipe R. Hidalgo was abroad at the time 
of the initial meeting, but joined as a 
charter member as soon as he returned 
from his trip. Other charter members who 
agreed to join but were unable to attend 
the first meeting were Dr. Leoncio 
Lopez-Rizal, Judge Simeon Garcia-Roxas, 
Rev. J.V. Mercado, and Antonio Feman- 
dez. 

On March 16, 1929, inauguration of 
officers was held at a meeting attended 
not only by the charter members but by 
special guests including the Insular 
Treasurer, Executive Secretary and Direc- 
tors of the National Library, the National 
Museum, and the Philippine Mint. Dr. 
Jose P. Bantug was installed as the first 
president of the society, with Dr. Gilbert 
S. Perez as vice-president, and Inocencio 
Delgado as Secretary-Treasurer. From the 
first, the organizers signalled their ambi- 
tion of eventually becoming an interna- 
tionally recognized Society by registering 
the PNAS as corporate member of the 
American Numismatic Association, and 
designating the latter’s publication, The 
Numismatist as the official magazine of 
the newly formed organization. Wniting 
to the ANA to report the formation of 
the PNAS, Dr. Perez expressed the hope 
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The Founding Members of the Philippine Numismatic & Antiquarian Society, 1929. Sitting from 
left to right are: Mr. Salvador Lagdameo, Dr. Gilbert Perez, Dr. Jose P. Bantug, Mr. Inocencio 
Delgado and Mr. Teodoro Kalaw. Standing, same order are: Mr. Mariano Herrera, Mr. Francisco 


Ferraz, Capt. T. N. McKinney, Mrs 
Mr. Siy Kee 


Judge Simeon Roxas, Dr. Leoncio Lopez-Rizal, Rei 


with great enthusiasm that membership 
to the society would be “not less than 
fifty within a few months!” 

The trend for the future was set by the 
time the small group had their second 
meeting on May 6, 1929 at the home of 
Inocencio Delgado. Highlight of that 
meeting was a discussion of the topic 
“The Copper Coinage of Isabel II.” It was 
also reported to the members that a 
model for a medal commemorating the 
founding of the Society was expected to 
be submitted by artist Guillermo Tolen- 
tino at the next meeting. (This medal was 
apparently not issued as planned for some 
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Tr. N. McKinney, Mr. Jose Panganiban, Mr. Ramon Avile 
Mr. Salvador Decena and Mr. Luis Montilla. Not in picture are: Mr. Felipe Hidalgo, 


J. V. Mercado and Mr. Antonio Fernandez 


unknown reason). A coin auction was 
held after the regular meeting. 

The Society had its headquarters at 
270-272 G. Tuazon, Sampaloc, and held 
its meetings on the first Wednesday of 
each month. By the end of May, when a 
farewell party was held for Dr. Perez, 
who was leaving for a vacation in the U.S. 
which was to include representing the 
PNAS at the annual ANA meeting to be 
held in Chicago that year, the Society had 
25 members. It seemed that Dr. Perez’ 
prediction of having 50 members within a 
few months would indeed come true. 

The founding fathers of the PNAS 
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were determined that their organization 
would gain recognition abroad, and this 
was accomplished by continuing reports 
of the society’s activities to the ANA’s 
The Numismatist as well as contribu- 
tions of articles to this and other 
publications. Contacts were made also 
with fellow numismatists in Spain. In 
August, 1929, less than six months after 
the PNAS was organized, we find Dr. 
Gilbert Perez drawing applause and 
calling attention to the PNAS and the 
country by speaking out at the ANA 
convention in Chicago: 
“I hope that some day the Association 
(A.N.A.) will go even further West and 
have a meeting in the city of Manila. 
We wish to assure you that we have 
hotel accommodations there at least as 
comfortable as Chicago, and I am 
positive the natives of the Philippines, 
as well as the exiled Americans there, 
will give you as good a time as any 
larger city. In this age of aeroplanes 
and zeppelins, it may be possible for 
you to meet in Manila. (Applause.)”’ 
That the Society was destined to 
succeed is seen from the celebration of 
the first anniversary of its founding. The 
grand event of that celebration was a 
special exhibit at the archaeological and 
fine arts section of the National Museum 
which ran for a whole month, from 
February 15 to March 16. On exhibit 
were the Perez collection of ancient 
Greek and Roman coins, and the Bantug 
collection of famous native coins, “‘pilon- 
citos” of gold, and “hilis kalamay” or 
silver cobs. Aside from the exhibit of 
coins, antique furniture and Chinese 
porcelains were also exhibited. The 
occasion was graced by the attendance of 
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no less than Governor General Davis, 
accompanied by his daughter Alice, and 
niece, Alita. 

The history of the Society during its 
first decade was noted not so much by 
any spectacular growth, for collecting 
coins and antiques had not yet gained the 
popularity it was to enjoy in modem 
times, but by the tenacity and enthusiasm 
of its members, and the scholarly albeit 
informal tone of its meetings, as well as 
the friendly camaraderie enjoyed by all. 
There is no better account of these early 
meetings than was given by Dr. Perez 
himself: 

“While the number of the society’s 

members were never very large, its 

existence has been more constant and 
more sustained than any other similar 
society in Manila. All of the presidents 
have consistently held to the practice 
of holding regular monthly meetings 
even when the attendance was small. 

That has helped to keep the society 

going all these years. 

Although the society’s meetings 
have been invariably dominated by 
numismatic and antiquarian discus- 
sions, they were also very informal 
social meetings, and our visitors could 
learn that the group was not one 
composed of high-hat and formal old 
men devoid of humor and of more or 
less unscientific interests in life and 
living. Not only coins and medals but 
other interesting objects of art, books 
and manuscripts helped to make the 
gatherings interesting. The continuous 
rivalry between Don Felipe Hidalgo 
and myself on the merits of our 
respective collections... more or less 
authentic or exaggerated, helped to 


BARRILLA 





Members of the PNAS attending a typical afternoon meeting. Seated at the center is Dr. Gilbert 
S. Perez. At his right is Dr. J.P. Bantug. 


pass the time away more pleasantly. 
The only subjects in which there was 
no discussion were politics and reli- 
gion. These minor pleasantries have 
kept the older members young and 
hopeful and has made unnecessary the 
purchase of dyes to cover the gray that 
silently appears here and there on their 
aged brows and thus increasing their 
interest in accumulating what they can 
take with them in the next when they 
will have to say farewell to those 
things which are not legal currency up 
above.” 


Dr. Jose P. Bantug remained at the 
helm of the organization for ten years, 
after which he was succeeded vy Judge 
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Simeon Garcia-Roxas, who held that 
office until his death during the Japanese 
Occupation. 

World War II came to the Philippines 
with the destruction of Pearl Harbor by 
the Japanese in December, 1941. The 
war, and the Japanese Occupation of the 
country which ensued exacted a heavy 
toll in the Philippines. Later it was to be 
said that Manila was one of the most 
destroyed cities in the world, second only 
to Warsaw. Not only were great private 
collections lost, looted, or destroyed, but 
lives were lost as well. The society lost 
some of its members, and in many 
instances, families of members perished as 
well. Lost also during the war were 
valuable libraries, including collections of 
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the National Library which had provided 
research material for our early nu- 
mismatists, and the library of the Society 
itself. Nevertheless the war demonstrated 
too what a hardy and tenacious breed 
collectors can be. We have a vivid account 
of how the war affected the PNAS and its 
members from Dr. Pablo I. de Jesus’ 
article in The Numismatist, January, 
1948: 


“During the greater part of the 
occupation, the Philippine Numismatic 
& Antiquarian Society held monthly 
meetings in Manila at the home of its 
late president Judge Simeon Garcia. 
These meetings were unusually well 
attended but carefully kept secret 
from the Japanese who frowned upon 
any gathering during those days. The 
meetings are characteristic of any 
other collectors’ meetings elsewhere. 
There was the usual exhibit of recent 
acquisitions, a talk on some phase of 
numismatics by an assigned member, 
exchange of information and ideas, 
business meeting, auction, and refresh- 
ments. During those days, however, 
the most interesting topic of discus- 
sion was the location of the army of 
MacArthur... 


The destruction of the city caused 
the irreparable loss of old collections 
in museums, libraries, churches and 
government institutions. Numerous 
private collections of coins, paintings, 
sculpture, antiques, relics, curios, rare 
books, etc. met the same fate. Their 
owners are thankful that at least they 
saved their lives, although many like 
our own president of the numismatic 
society (Judge Simeon Garcia-Roxas) 


172 


lost everything including his life. From 
the rubble and ruins of that unfor- 
tunate battle only melted silver was 
left of beautiful coin collections. Just 
after the fighting it was a common 
sight to see clumps of silver coins 
stuck together beyond recognition. 
What escaped the fire went to the 
numerous looters and souvenir hun- 
ters.” 


Although Dr. Gilbert S. Perez’ exten- 
sive collection was lost or destroyed 
completely during the war, and he 
himself suffered internment in Sto. 
Tomas, one stroke of good luck did occur 
out of sheer serendipity. While digging a 
ditch during his internment, Dr. Perez 
found a 1728 barvilla, the first one 
unearthed. Other specimens have ap- 
peared since then, and the piece has 
become one of the most sought-after by 
Philippine collectors, but the lucky 
circumstance of being the finder of the 
first known specimen belongs to Dr. 
Perez. 


Still, the accounts of losses during the 
war were not exaggerated. Dr. Perez’ 
account of what happened to his 
collection reflects an experience shared 
by many others: 


“I had divided my collection of 
coins among six of my Filipino 
collector friends, and I regret to state 
that not only were they all lost, but in 
every case lives were also sacrificed. 
Dr. Bantug, whose collection of 
Philippine coins was excelled only by 
my own, lost both his collection and 
mine, and in addition, his wife, two 
sons and a daughter were killed. 
Another friend, Mr. Purissima, of the 
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Trade School, who had my stamps, 
lost all by fire and he and two sons 
were murdered by Japanese machine 
gunners. My housekeeper, who had my 
clothes and some of my collection of 
prints was hand-grenaded when she 
tried to escape from her burning 
home, which was set afire by the Japs. 
The home of another friend, where | 
had my numismatic library and my 
antique furniture, was burned to the 
ground and he is still among the 
missing. 

My apartment, which still had a few 
of my things, was dynamited and over 
200 civilians killed there .... 

The A.N.S. photographed my col- 
lection of countermarked coins of the 
PI. (about 250 different) but that 
collection is gone...” 


Dr. Perez’ concluding statement 
reflects the post-war mood of the PNAS 
membership, undaunted by their suffer- 
ings and losses: “The surviving P.I. 
collectors are not downhearted and we 
are beginning again. We shall build better 
collections and a greater Philippine 
nation. Already we are making our list of 
wants to send out as soon as postal 
facilities are resumed.” By April, 
1948, the editor of ANA’s The Nu- 
mismatist gave recognition to the PNAS 
members’ efforts to rise like the pro- 
verbial phoenix from the ashes: “It is 
gratifying to observe the remarkable 
progress being made by our coin collec- 
ting friends in the Philippines since the 
departure of the Japanese Army. Well 
attended meetings are held regularly and 
collectors are slowly but surely rebuilding 
their collections that were stolen by the 


OCTOBER 1979 


cruel invaders. They are doing a fine job 
of publicizing coin collecting too. The 
December 1947 issue of This Week, the 
Sunday magazine of the Manila Chro- 
nicle, devoted a two-page article, with 
five splendid illustrations, to the coin 
collections owned by members of the 
PNAS.” 


The members retained their sense of 
humor, too, along with their camaraderie 
and fellowship. Dr. Perez describes the 
post-war meetings of the PNAS as 
occasions for friendly boasting among the 
members on what they lost during the 
Japanese occupation, “some, more or 
less, apocryphal.” 


The PNAS membership today should 
be reminded that the nucleus of the 
society’s numismatic library was provided 
through the efforts of numismatic friends 
in the ANA, which sponsored a cam- 
paign to help restore the library lost 
during the war. Substantial contributions 
were received from generous donors, 


including many famous international 
numismatists. 
By 1947, the Society had fully 


recovered from the ravages of war, and 
was active and vigorous. We get an idea of 
the Society’s status from an account 
published in the December 1947 issue 
of The Numismatist, describing “one 
of the most successful numismatic 
events in 1947” which took place at the 
residence of the PNAS president, Dr. 
Jesus P. Celis, on September 20. The 
event described was a party given in 
honor of seven numismatists for their 
recent accomplishments: Dr. Jose P. 
Bantug, Dr. Gilbert S. Perez, Solicitor- 
General Manuel Lim, Col. Angel Tuazon, 
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D Teodomiro ad Aguilar 1 Selas. the Minister 01 Spain to the Philippines, was conferred the title 
of honorar’ member ai the annual PNAS meetine in 1947 Reading the resolution on the honorary 
meml ip at tar left 1s Solicitor-General Vanuel Lim. while pinning the medal on the Spanish 
Winister is Don Gelano Also m picture 1s Dr Jesus O Celis 





a 





Dr Gilbert Perez shows enthusiasm as he zoes Vr Lim examines a hundred year old Missal. 
over a list of old coms heine shown to him hy while Mr Jesus Cacho calls his attention to its 
Mi de los Re Others in picture are Mr rare enamelled binding, encrusted in gold and 
Protomartir and Dr J Bantue silver 
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Mr. Cacho and Dr. Jose Bantug exchange observations on some rarc 
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Dr. Celis, Mr. Cacho and D. Teodomiro exanune with professional care a gold 
com ot 770 an “ocho escudo” of Charles Il of Seville 
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Pablo M. Espiridion, Jose D. Gelano, and 
Alvaro Martinez. 


“The pregram iat toek place 
began with the reading of the minutes 
of the previous meeting by the 
secretary, Jose P. de los Reyes fol- 
lowed by a congratulatory message 
by Dr. Jesus P. Celis, handing of the 
resolution of the honorees by Felipe 
R. Hidalgo, a response in behalf of the 
honorees by Solicitor-General Manuel 
kink @ short lecture “El Doles 
Americano” by Dr. Jose P. Bantug, 
and a report on the “Burgos” and “‘La 
Esperanza” medals by Don Inocencio 
Delgado. Severino N. Luna acted as 
the toastmaster. 

Other features of the reunion were 
exhibits of rare Philippine coins and 
curios belonging to Dr. Jose P. Bantug, 
American coins belonging to Jose P. 
de los Reyes, European medals and 
Roman-Greek gold coins belonging to 
Dr. Jesus P. Celis, and ‘‘Surrealistic”’ 
medals belonging to Dr. Gilbert 
Pevez.”’ 


The following year, in 1948, under the 
presidency of Dr. Jesus Celis, the society 
published the first of what was to be a 
series of monographs related to Philippine 
numismatics. This historic publication 
was written by Dr. Gilbert S. Perez, and 
entitled “THE DOS MUNDOS PILLAR 
DOLLARS”, with an introduction by Dr. 
Pablo I. de Jesus. In June of that same 
year, Dr. Perez was conferred an Honora- 
ry Life Membership in the Society he 
helped to found, with appropriate cer- 
emonies and a banquet held at the Crystal 
Bowl of the Hotel Avenue. At the 
ceremonies, Dr. Perez was presented with 


176 


a special medal donated by Graciano T. 
Nepomuceno, foremost living Filipino 
sculptor of the time, and carved from 
molave. The design on the obverse 
showed a tree that has been cut through 
with three branches sprouting neverthe- 
less. 


By the time the Society was celebra- 
ting its Silver Jubilee in 1954, then 
president Dr. Pablo I. de Jesus could 
report that “since 1949 we have main- 
tained a regular and uninterrupted record 
of monthly meetings and are gratified to 
note that the interest in coin collecting 
has increased ... Aside from the pleasant 
camaraderie and fellowship that has 
always characterized these meetings, the 
cultural aspect is never forgotten. 
Learned discussions, lectures or informal 
talks on numismatic and other scientific 
topics were presented by~ gifted 
members. . . and special invited celebrities 
like Dr. Luther H. Evans of the Library of 
Congress.” 

Under the leadership of Dr. Pablo I. 
de Jesus, who was president from 1949 to 
1955 and 1966, the Society reached new 
peaks in activity. It sponsored or 
participated in numerous exhibits (List in 
de Jesus), and also continued to publish 
its monographs, a complete list of which 
(up to 1961) is found in Mauro Garcia’s 
bibliography of Philippine Numismatic 
Literature, which itself comprised one of 
the monographs. There was no doubt by 
then that the PNAS had achieved the 
status of ‘“‘a learned society of inter- 
national standing.” Since its inception it 
had been a member of the American 
Numismatic Association, and one of its 
founders, Dr. Gilbert Perez, remained 
District Secretary for the Philippines until 
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the outbreak of World War II interrupted 
communications between the Philippines 
and the U.S. In 1953, “in recognition of 
its endeavors to promote numismatic 
science and its appreciation of its 
collaboration in the Madrid Exposition, 
the SOCIEDAD IBERO-AMERICANA 
DE ESTUDIOS NUMISMATICOS”, an 
eminent international society in Spain 
unanimously elected the PNAS honorary 
member. By this time, too, Philippine 
numismatists had gained international 
recognition, with many prize-winning 
articles published in distinguished jour- 
nals abroad. The PNAS could boast, too, 
of having noted foreign numismatists in 
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its membership roster. Among these were 
such luminaries in the numismatic world 
as F. Xavier Calico of Spain, Dr. Alberto 
Pradeau of Mexico, and Abe Kosoff of 
the U.S., as well as many others. 

There is something to be learned 
perhaps from the observation that the 
many accomplishments of the PNAS by 
the decade of the fifties were due not so 
much to the growth in membership, 
which had been modest by most stand- 
ards, but by the quality and efforts 
expended by that membership. Unfor- 
tunately, valuable records of the Society 
were lost in a fire which took place a few 
years ago, but we know that the roster of 
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Meeting held in Tagavtav City on June 17, 1956 with General Aguinaldo as the special guest. Also 
in picture are Dr G Perez. Dr Galo Ocampo and Dr. J.P. Bantug 


members @ published in a PNAS 
monograph in 1965 listed 125 members, 
or an increase of a little more than 100 
members in 35 years -- not spectacular by 
any standard. Yet this small group which 
comprised the PNAS, by their achieve- 
ments, their scholarly publications, their 
exhibits, and their numismatic activities, 
had gained international recognition for 
the Society, had pioneered in numismatic 
research, and had fostered an interest in 
the hobby, all of which were to bear fruit 
in the years to come. 

The decade of the sixties brought 
notable changes in the PNAS, even as it 
did in the social and economic mores 
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worldwide. Coin collecting, once a 
specialized hobby of a handful of learned 
gentlemen, had become — thanks to these 
gentlemen -- popular and attractive to 
more people than the early organizers of 
the society had ever dreamed. There were 
landmark achievements, such as the 
publication in 1961 of Mauro Garcia’s 
“Bibliography of Numismatic Lite- 
rature,” a PNAS monograph which was to 
become a standard reference and invalu- 
able aid to numismatic researchers from 
then on; and the equally significant 
publication of an updating of the pioneer 
work on the listing of counterstamped 
coins of the Philippines by Dr. Pablo I. 
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de Jesus. However, the decade of the 
sixties will perhaps be remembered in the 
history of the PNAS as the period which 
marked the beginning of a spectacular 
growth of almost unwieldy proportions in 
the membership of the Society. 

By the latter part of the 60’s, the 
Society had added more members than it 
had gained in the previous 30-odd years 
of its existence. While the membership 
roster in 1965 listed 125 members, this 
number more than doubled in the last 
half of the decade, with 272 members on 
the list. In 1967, Senator Manuel P. 
Manahan took over the presidency when 
Don Jesus Cacho died in the middle of his 
term as president. Under the leadership of 
former Senator Manny Manahan, who 
held the presidency from 1967 to 1974, 
the membership roster swelled to 645. 
Unfortunately, as often happens, growth 
has its disadvantages. It became more and 
more difficult to interest the membership 
in the educational aspect of the hobby. 
Most members showed interest only in 
acquiring specimens for their collection, 
and with the growth of the society to 
such proportions, the atmosphere of 
intimate camaraderie and social activity 
was becoming a thing of the past. 
Meetings were still well-attended, but 
were held less frequently and regularly, 
and had become little more than auction 
meetings where members could get rid of 
their duplicates and acquire new speci- 
mens for their collection. 

Then President Manny Manahan spear- 
headed an effort to reverse this trend and 
to revitalize the growing society. Once 
again, guest speakers were invited to give 
talks on various aspects of Philippine 
numismatics (among these was Tony 
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Bantug, who was later to become 
president of the Society), and in 1974 
plans were made to hold a numismatic 
convention, the first of its kind in the 
Philippines. The idea for such convention 
arose from a proposal broached by then 
Director Aldo Basso, and enthusiastically 
endorsed by the Board of Directors. 

The first annual convention of the 
PNAS was held at the Hotel Aurelio, and 
was formally opened by Mrs. Joy Virata, 
wife of Minister of Finance Cesar Virata. 
By international standards this first 
convention was a modest one, lasting two 
days, and characterized mainly by a 
bourse. However, for the Society it was a 
milestone in its history, for it marked the 
beginning of what was to become an 
annual tradition. The occasion of the first 
annual PNAS convention also resulted in 
a resumption of the issuance of com- 
memorative medals by the society, a 
practice which had fallen to disuse in the 
previous twenty years or so. 

1974 was a banner year in local 
numismatic history, for with the opening 
of the Central Bank Money Museum on 
January 3 of that year, Philippine 
numismatics got a big boost and once 
again drew international attention. The 
opening of the museum, the only one of 
its kind in this part of the world, also 
kindled enthusiasm and interest for the 
hobby, as evidenced by an even more 
marked increase in membership of the 
PNAS. (Since then PNAS membership 
rose from 522 at the beginning of 1974 
to 1141 members listed as of this 
writing.) 

In 1975, leadership of the Society 
passed on to Antonio Bantug, son of 
founder Dr. Jose P. Bantug, and a ieading 
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collector and antiquarian in his own right. 
Officers of the Society were formally 
inducted by the Hon. Gregorio S. Licaros, 
Governor of the Central Bank, and at 
the induction ceremonies Gov. Licaros 
was awarded a plaque by the PNAS for 
his contribution to Philippine numisma- 
tics with the establishment of the Central 
Bank Money Museum. 

PNAS President Tony Bantug carried 
on the tradition of fostering the educa- 
tional aspect of the coin-collecting 
hobby. During his two-year term (he was 
re-elected for a second term in 1976), 
PNAS members enjoyed the opportunity 
of listening to guest speakers such as 
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( Licaros a plaque awarded by the PNAS 
Stablishment of the CB Vonev Vuseurn. 
Tant C Ciria 4.G. Legarda. M. Manea- 


Alejandro Roces, former Secretary of 
Education, and of viewing educational 
films such as the Franklin Mint’s colored 
film ‘‘The Art of Minting.” Once again 
the PNAS enjoyed recognition as some of 
its Board members were elected to form 
part of the AD HOC committee to advise 
the Central Bank on matters of nu- 
mismatic interest. Among the members of 
this..Ad Hoc Gomntittee were tite 
President, Tony Bantug, Vice-President 
Angelita G. Legarda (who had become 
Numismatic Consultant to the Central 
Bank), ex-President Manuel P. Manahan, 
and PNAS member and historian Carlos 
Quirino. (Artist and writer Alfredo Roces 
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was also a member of the Ad Hoc 
Committee.) 

As president, Tony Bantug re-activated 
the Ethics Committee of the PNAS, a 
most important function of the Society, 
to protect its members from unethical 
practices committed by any fellow 
members or dealers. Tony Bantug also 
established the “Bantug Award” in honor 
of his father, co-founder of the PNAS, the 
highest award in Philippine numismatics, 
to be bestowed on the’ individual 
rendering the most distinguished service 
to Philippine numismatics. First recipient 
of the Bantug Award was Dr. Angelita G. 
Legarda, in 1975. 

The second annual convention of the 
PNAS was held in 1975, with Guy Davis 
as convention chairman, and this time 


became a morc eleborate affair: lasting 
three days at the Hotel Intercontinental 
in Makati. Aside from the regular bourse, 
members were invited to put up exhibits 
at the convention, with prizes being 
awarded for the best entries in different 
categories. The convention was high- 
lighted by what was to become the 
traditional banquet where special awards 
were given. Guest speaker at the banquet 
that year was Minister of Finance Cesar 
Virata, and special guest of honor was 
Donia Blanca de Opinion, daughter of 
engraver Melecio Figueroa and model 
for Figueroa’s famous “Standing Lady” 
design on U.S. —Philippine coinage. Other 
highlights of that memorable convention 
were awards of recognition presented to 
the “senior citizens” of the PNAS, inclu- 





Dofia Blanca de Opinion, daughter of engraver Melecio Figueroa and model for Figuerag's ‘Stand 
ing Lady” design on U.S.-Philippine coinage, presents the Gilbert §. Perez award to Dr MP 


Crisologo, while A. Bantug looks on. 
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ding Dr. Pablo I. de Jesus, Don Felipe R. 
Hidalgo, and Dr. Jesus P. Celis. The 
Gilbert S. Perez award, established for 
significant contributions to Philippine 
numismatic literature, was received by 
Dr. Mena P. Crisologo. Distinguished 
service awards were given to directors 
who had served on the Board for five 
successive years, and Special Awards of 
Recognition for continued service to the 
PNAS were given to Conrado P. Ciriaco 
(Secretary of the PNAS for thirteen 
successive years), and Antonio Catu, 
Treasurer of the PNAS for twelve 
successive years. 

It was in 1975, too, that President 
Ferdinand E. Marcos designated the third 
week of November as National Coin 
Week, a declaration proposed by the 
PNAS and subsequently approved by 
President Marcos. 

The PNAS monographs, which had not 
made an appearance since the late sixties, 
resumed their appearance with the 
publication of Monograph No. 18 in 
1973. In addition, PNAS members were 
entitled to receive the CB Money 
Museum publication, BARR/LLA. In 
the meantime, the PNAS library found a 
home at last and was housed in the 
Central Bank Money Museum, making it 
more available and accessible to the 
membership, who could enjoy the use not 
only of the PNAS-owned library but also 
the expanding numismatic library of the 
CBMM itself. 

1976 was an active numismatic year 
for the society. The meeting in Manila of 
the International Monetary Fund and 
World Bank led to various numismatic 
events, foremost of which was the special 
exhibit of Mexican coinage displayed 
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by the Numismatic Division of the Banco 
de Mexico in the CBMM. This exhibit was 
arranged through the courtesy of the then 
governor of the Banco de México, Dr. 
Ernesto Fernandez Hurtado. The PNAS 
sponsored the issuance of a gold medal 
commemorating the monetary meetings 
held in Manila. The medal, marketed 
internationally, bore the logos of the IMF 
and World Bank on the obverse, and the 
coat-of-arms of the PNAS on the reverse. 
It was minted by the Columbia Mint in 
the U.S., using gold which had been auc- 
tioned by the IMF. 

The third annual convention of the 
PNAS, with Guy Davis as chairman for 
the second time, was held at the Manila 
Hotel, with Mrs. Concepcion Licaros, 
wife of Central Bank Governor Gregorio 
S. Licaros, officiating at the ribbon- 
cutting ceremony formally opening the 
convention. At the Awards banquet that 
year, Dr. Pablo I. de Jesus received the 
Gilbert S. Perez Award for distinguished 
contributions to Philippine numismatic 
literature, and the Presidential Award of 
Merit, given to the individual who has 
been of most service to the Society, was 
awarded to Conrado Ciriaco, secretary of 
the PNAS. By then the PNAS convention 
had begun to draw international atten- 
tion, with foreign guests in attendance. 
Among these were Carlos Castan from 
Spain, B.H. Lim from Malaysia, and 
Bob Briggs from Mexico, and others. 
These gentlemen were to return yearly 
for subsequent conventions, and were to 
be joined by others from the interna- 
tional numismatic community. 

The following years were, witness to a 
first in PNAS history: the first woman to 
be elected President of the Society. Dr. 
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Mrs. Concepcion Licaros, wife of CB Gov. G. S. Licaros, with PNAS officers lead by Antonio 
Bantug, President, and Dr. Angelita G. Legarda, Vice President, during the ribbon-cutting cere- 
mony formally opening the Third Annual Convention. Other officers in photo are from left: 
C. Ciriaco, R. Lopez, T. Certeza, B. Carpio and G. Davis. 


Angelita G. Legarda, curator of the 
CBMM, a practising pediatrician, and 
author of the book, Piloncitos to Pesos 
— A Brief History of Philippine Coinage, 
took over leadership of the Society. 
Under her presidency, the PNAS once 
again captured the attention of the 
international numismatic world. Re- 
cipient of various international awards, 
Dr. Legarda re-established contacts with 
numismatic organizations abroad, and 
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drew world-wide attention once again to 
Philippine numismatics. 

The 1977 annual convention, held at 
the Holiday Inn, was formally opened by 
Mrs. Gisela Eger, wife of German 
ambassador Wolfgang Eger. Chairman for 
this convention was Felipe Liao. Guest 
speaker at the Awards Banquet was 
Alejandro Roces, former Secretary of 
Education, author and art connoisseur. 

The Sth annual convention in 1978 
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Dr. A. G. Legarde, second from right, exchanges pleasantries with foreign guests; Bob Briggs and 
Carlos Castan. Also in photo are Nati Basso and Aldo Basso, at extreme right. 


was held at the Silahis International 
Hotel. Felipe Liao acted as chairman for 
the second consecutive year, and the 
convention was formally opened by Mrs. 
Chona Mapa, wife of then governor of the 
Development Bank of the Philippines, 
Placido Mapa. By this time, PNAS 
conventions had become annual events 
looked forward to with much antici- 
pation by the members, and greater parti- 
cipation in the form of exhibits was 
evident. During the 1978 convention, the 
Central Bank Money Museum presented 
the pictorial section of the numismatic 
exhibit it had displayed in Acapulco, 
Mexico in September of that year. At the 
Awards Banquet, major awards went to 
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Felipe Liao, who received the Presidential 
Award of Merit, and Dra. Angelita G. 
Legarda, who received the Gilbert S. 
Perez award for contributions to Phil- 
ippine numismatic literature. 


This year the PNAS celebrates its 50 
years of continued existence and activity 
under the leadership of Atty. Feliciano 
Belmonte, Jr. Judging from its history 
and the record of its past, a long and 
exciting life can be predicted for the 
Society, whose members continue to do 
their part in the conservation, study and 
preservation of some of the most 
significant relics of our cultural heritage. 
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DR. JOSE P. BANTUG, PIONEER 
PHILIPPINE NUMISMATIST 


by Ben M. Alcantara 





Pty years ago, a casual meeting of 
three professionals who were bound 


together by a common interest, coin 
collecting, gave birth to the Philippine 
Numismatic and Antiquarian Society. 
This dynamic triumvirate was composed 
of Dr. Jose P. Bantug, Dr. Gilbert Perez, 
and Mr. Inocencio Delgado. The eventful 
get together was held in the office of Dr. 
Jose P. Bafityg, a noted pitysician, 
scholar, humanist and Rizalist, who 
became the first president of the society 
and stayed at the helm of the organiza- 
tion for ten fruitful years. 

Dr. Jose P. Bantug belonged to that 
rare breed of collectors who was initiated 
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into the hobby because of a deep and 
meaningful motivation. His desire to 
collect was bom out of admiration for 
our national hero Dr. Jose P. Rizal. He 
first heard of Rizal during his freshman 
year in Ateneo when the older students in 
the dormitory were talking in restraint of 
a certain Jose Rizal, physician and a man 
of many callings and also an alumnus of 
the college, who was executed early that 
day. Later, as a student in Ateneo he 
came to know more of Rizal and his 
achievements and began to appreciate his 
greatness. This inspired him to collect 
things related to Rizal and so the 
collecting hobby started which flourished 


and eventually expanded to include all 
phases of Philippine culture and history. 

Dr. Bantug was one of the first to 
collect antique in the Philippines. His 
collection of numismatic materials and 
religious art of the Philippines was 
regarded as the largest in the country 
before the outbreak of WWII. It is sad to 
say, though, that those collections were 
not spared by the destruction brought 
about by the war. Save for a few coins, 
his entire collection went to ashes. What 
was left of them were but memories and 
accounts of people who had seen the 
magnitude of his collection. 


An article published on May 20, 1933 
in the now defunct Philippine Free Press 
describes what was once the abode of a 
fantastic antique collection: 


“The Bantug residence in Singalong 
is a veritable -— treasure-trove of 
Philippine antiques, a museum in 
itself. In fact it is said to contain more 
precious historical relics even than the 
Philippine Museum. 


The first impression in entering is 
that of a religious atmosphere. This is 
created by three big panels, carved by 
unknown Filipino sculptors, with 
scenes from the passion of Christ. 
There are also figures of saints crudely 
chiseled but revealing the techniques 
of undeveloped genius. They are set on 
mantelpieces with a lineage of a 
hundred years or more. Pervading the 
hallowed atmosphere is an air of 
oriental glamor and mystery. This 
comes from treasures of ancient China 
redolent of the glories and grandeur of 
the reign of Ghengis Khan and the 
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dynasty of the Mings. A four-foot jar 
in the dining room, around which coils 
a five-clawed dragon, with other lesser 
jars and vases — these and their 
companions must have belonged to 
some members of the Chinese nobility 
of those days; graced probably some 
palatial mansion before they finally 
found their way to the Philippines, to 
Abra, which was formerly a part of 
Pangasinan, where Dr. Bantug acquired 
them. From the carvings and inscrip- 
tions on the historic jars and other 
antiques, the physician collector is 
inclined to believe that they may have 
been part of costly gifts given by the 
Chinese embassies to Pangasinan chief- 
tains around 1406 and 1410. 

Wood-carvings, ceramics, oil paint- 
ings, antique furniture, these are some 
of the items that are to be found in 
the sala of the Bantug residence. But 
there are more treasures that are not 
on display, that are kept in securely 
locked boxes. Among those include 
costumes of every kind and descrip- 
tion dating from as early as the 17th 
century. There are also a variety of 
wedding attire of the late 18th and 
early 19th century. 

Perhaps the most precious articles 
in what might be called the religious 
group of his collection, are the loin 
cloth of the famous Black Christ of 
Quiapo, the famed patron of Antipolo, 
embroidered in gold and said to be 
nearly 300 years old and a chasuble 
and surplice which belong to Padre 
Mariano Gomez, one of the three 
martyr priests executed in connection 
with the abortive Cavite revolt of 
OP... 
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Among the historical papers, books 
and documents in the doctor’s pos- 
session are works of Rizal. They 
include manuscripts of Rizal’s writ- 
ings, first editions of the Noli Me 
Tangere and El Filibusterismo, as well 
as sketches and drawings by Rizal. 
There are also Rizal coins and stamps, 
the latter being more treasured by Dr. 
Bantug because they were collected in 
1902, when as a student at the 
Ateneo, he begun the hobby.” 

Dr. Jose P. Bantug, the elder of two 
children, was born on September 14, 
1884 in the town of San Isidro, Nueva 
Ecija. He had his primary education in his 
home town. Rizal had etched quite a 


deep impression in the mind of the young 
Bantug. His decision to pursue medicine 
as a profession, although prompted by his 
desire to help alleviate the physical 
misery and suffering he saw around him, 
was made definite when he reckoned that 
his hero was also a physician. However, 
financial difficulties forced him to set 
aside his ambition temporarily, and 
instead he finished a course at the old 
Normal School. After serving as a maestro 
for one year, he was sent to the United 
States as one of a dozen pensionados, 
having placed third in a government 
competetive examination. He stayed in 
the United States from 1904-1910 where 
he obtained a pharmaceutical degree in 





Exhibition of Religious Numismatics, Antiquarias and Bivliography sponsored by th 
in the University of Santo Tomas in 1951]. In picture are: J. P. Celis. Dr. J. P. Bantug, Curator o1 
the Vuseum and Honorary Member and Dr. de Jestus 
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Northwestern University on April 14, 
1909 and his doctorate in medicine from 
the University of Illinois on June 7, 1910, 
but he had to wait one full year before 
being allowed to take his graduation oath 
and practice his profession because he 
was under age when he obtained both his 
degrees. 


When Dr. Bantug returned to the 
Philippines, he devoted his early career to 
the cause of public health, first in the 
campaign against smallpox, then against 
yaws, Cholera, and finally against leprosy. 
He joined the Bureau of Health where he 
served in various positions from district 
health officer to chief medical inspector, 
chief of the Culion Leper Colony, chief 
of the section on public health education 
and publicity of the bureau and acting 
chief of the Bureau. It was while working 
in Culion when he headed the Committee 
for the Modern Treatment of Leprosy 
which was responsible for evolving a 
standard preparation which was accepted 
throughout the world. 


Earlier misconceptions about the state 
of civilization in the Philippines during 
Dr. Bantug’s time pricked a sensitive spot 
in his national pride. To disprove these 
misconceptions he veered his attention to 
Filipino relics attesting to the culture and 
creditable historic background of the 
Filipino people. This made the collecting 
drive in him more intense and widened 
the scope of his collection. His study of 
Philippine culture produced a long list of 
articles he wrote in the field. His prolific 
pen also explored the depths of numis- 
matics, history of medicine, the life and 
works of Rizal on which he was an 
authority, and other diverse topics. As a 
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Knight Commander of the Knights of 
Rizal, he was sent abroad to gather 
materials on the hero for the Jose Rizal 
National Centennial Commission. 


In recognition of his achievements, Dr. 
Bantug received many awards both here 
and abroad. Some of them were: 
Miembro Corresponsal de la Asociacion 
Espafiola de Esaritores Medicos, 1949; 
Miembro Titular-Instituto de Cultura 
Hispanica, 1952; Philippine Health Asso- 
ciation Certificate of Distinction, 1953; 
Merito Civil de la Orden de _ Isabel 
Catolica; Premio Zobel for Literature, 
1956; U.P. Award for Distinguished Men 
of Philippine Medicine, 1960; Tocayos of 
Rizal honorary member, 1961; Rizal Pro 
Patria Award; Doctor of Humanities, 
honoris causa, Ateneo de Manila Uni- 
versity; Distinguished Alumnus Awards 
PNS (Philippine Normal School) and 
many more. 


Dr. Bantug possessed the qualities of 
patience and perseverance which were his 
potent tools in meeting the demands of 
his multifarious activities. Yet he clearly 
drew a distinct line between his profes- 
sion and his avocation as an antiquarian 
and did not let one interfere with the 
other. He was a dedicated public servant 
who found passion in retrieving and 
studying valuable vestiges of our rich 
cultural heritage. By the time he died on 
July 9, 1964, his efforts to unravel some 
of the mysteries in our past history left a 
legacy and source of inspiration for the 
present generation of collectors. He also 
left some footprints for the young to 
emulate just like the footprints of his 
hero whose path lead him to greater 
heights. O 
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MEDALS OF PNAS 


Ed’s Note: We are indebted to Mr. Felipe Liao for allowing us to photograph his 


private collection of PNAS medals. 


T" issuance of commemorative me- 
dals was considered one of the major 
activities of the Philippine Numismatic & 
Antiquarian Society since its inception. 
Unfortunately a fire destroyed significant 
documents and literature of the PNAS, 
and we have had to trace the medallic 
issues from existing accounts available to 
us. Occasionally there has been mention 
of a medal of which no specimen could 
be found. This is true, for example, of the 
medal awarded to Gilbert S. Perez by the 
Society in 1948. This medal is described 
as “‘...a donation of Graciano T. 
Nepomuceno, foremost living Filipino 
sculptor, to the society and is carved 
from molave. The design on the obverse 
shows a tree that has been cut through 
with three branches sprouting never- 
theless. It resembles that appearing on the 
Rizaliana “Ex Libris” of Dr. Perez, and is 
likewise similar to that of the Society of 
Medalists’ 1940 Walter Hancock medal, 
reverse side.” 

The seal of the PNAS was designed by 
Gilbert S. Perez, and has appeared on 
most of the medals issued by the Society. 
Although a medal commemorating the 
foundation of the Society was con- 
templated and discussed, and may have 
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been the unifaced medal illustrated, the 
first medal on record as being issued by 
the Society is that commemorating the 
visit to the Philippines of the Duke and 
Duchess of Brabant in 1932. The obverse 
design was taken from an old coin of the 
Duchy of Brabant, while the reverse 
carried the seal of the PNAS. Dies for the 
medal were cut in the establishment of 
Luis Zamora, Manila. The medal was 
available to collectors in bronze and 
silver, but a unique specimen in gold was 
presented to the Duke of Brabant. 


Medals issued by the Society are listed 
and illustrated below. Information regard- 
ing additional medals not listed here 
which may have been issued in the past 
but for which no records exist would be 
welcome. As far as we could trace from 
existing records, the following medals 
were issued by the PNAS: 


a. Silver unifaced medal bearing 
the seal of the PNAS. Inaugural 


(= 
b. Bronze medal with seal on one 


side and beribboned wreath on 
reverse. (Inaugural? ) 
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. Commemorative medal of the 


visit of the Duke and Duchess of 
Beabant. 1932. 


United Nations Day. 1950. 


>, Declaration of the Dogma of the 


Assumption. 1950. 


Death 
Rizal. 1951. 


Anniversary of 


. Commemorating Religious Exhi- 


bition of 1951. 


Anniversary of PNAS. 


1B . 


. Jose Rizal Centennial. 1961. 


Commemorating Founding of 
‘“Asociacion Filatelica de Fili- 
pinas in 1925.” Date of issuance 


o 


m. 


Or 


q. 


. IMF-World Bank 


. Gilbert S. Perez Memorial. 1952. 


Mexico-Philippines Friendship. 
1964. 

First Annuai Convention of 
PNAS. 1974. 

. Second Annual Convention. 
1975. 


3rd Annual Convention. 1976. 


Meeting in 
Manila. Gold only. 1976. 


4th Annual Convention. 1977. 
Bronze and silver. 


5th Annual Convention. 1978. 


Golden Jubilee of PNAS. — 1979. 
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LEGISLACION SOBRE MONEDA 
FILIPINA 


Laws, Orders, Decrees, Etc. 
Concerning Monetary Matters 
during the Spanish Regime 


by F. Aguilar y Biosca 


BANDO DEL GOBIERNO SUPERIOR 
DE 23 DE MAYO DE 1837. 


D. PEDRO ANTONIO SALAZAR, CAS- 
TILLO »y VARONA, Caballero de la Cruz 
y Placa, etc. 


Constante este Superior Gobierno en 
promover cuanto crea mas util al bien 
publico, y remover los obstaculos que 
puedan poner trabas al trafico, ha 
procurado, de acuerdo con el Excmo. Sr. 
Intendente, dar al voluminoso expediente 
sobre la moneda de cobre, toda la 
ilustracion que ha sido posible con la 
brevedad que reclamaba la naturaleza del 
asunto, a fin de que recayese una final 
resolucion, a@ lo menos en la parte mas 
esencial cual es la emision de la indicada 
moneda ultimamente acufiada en esta 
Ciudad, y subdivision del real en veinte 
cuartos. En consecuencia, de confor- 
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midad con lo resuelto por el Real 
Acuerdo y con arreglo a lo dispuesto por 
la Junta extraordinaria que al efecto se 
reunio, viene en determinar y mandar se 
observe lo siguente: 

1.° Desde el dia 1.° de Junio préximo 
entrante empezaran a correr los cuartos a 
razon de veinte por un real en piezas de a 
uno dos y cuatro cuartos. 

2.° El Gobierno ha tomado en la 
nueva acunacion las medidas conducentes 
para evitar se repitan las falsificaciones 
anteriores, como son el que el real 
contenga mayor numero de cuartos y el 
cuarto mayor cantidad de cobre, y sobre 
todo ha dispuesto que no se pongan en 
circulacion mas que aquellos que no 
tengan defectos, vy en los cuales estén bien 
marcados y perceptibles los relieves o 
signos de la moneda. 

3.° A fin de que no ocurran dudas, 
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especialmente en los primeros dias hasta 
que el publico conozea bien los nuevos 
cuartos, que son mayores y de mas peso 
que los de las anteriores acunaciones, los 
Jefes de provincias cuidaran de que cada 
Gobernadorcillo tenga uno 6 dos cuartos 
en su Tribunal, que serviran de muestra 
para los que quieran confrontar la 
moneda de que duden, debiendo hacer 
otro tanto los Jefes de las Rentas respecto 
a los estanquilleros. 

4.° Para mayor comodidad del pub- 
lico conforme dad lo acordado, se han 


distribuido cuartos en todos los estani- 
quillos a@ donde podran los particulares 
acudir a cambiar la plata que necesiten. 


5.° Se hace saber que con arreglo a la 
expresada subdivision de real en veinte 
cuartos, a cuya proporcion se han 
acomodado las menas de tabacos que 
nuevamente se han establecido, sin 
perjuicio de que continuen las antiguas 
para los que gustaren comprar por reales 
y no por cuartos, se expendera por ahora 
dicho articulo en esta forma: 



































NUMERO DE PRECIOS EN VENTA DE 
Ata- Taba-  . Taba- 
dosen cosen  cosien Una Un 
CORRIENTES libras atado libra. ~.Uncajon libra atado Un tabaco. 
ey? 5 10 50 3iypse2rs Saree lr. 2%emenbos. 
4.* larga 5 15 io, CSve 5 1 3 por 4 
ctos. 
Batidas 
2? 6 10 6 37 @ 6 ] 2 cuartos 
4° dea6 6 ie 90 37 4 6 1 3 por 4 
ctos. 
43 6 20 120 37 = 4 6 | 1 cuarto 
oF 6 30 180 37. 4 6 J Sper 2 
ctos. 
NUMBERO DE PRECIOS EN VENTA DE 
Cigarri- 
Cajetillas llos en ca- La Los 
en cajon jetilla Un cajon cajetilla cigarrillos 
Cigarrillos 1,026 % 325s Ovetes. 4 por Ir. 5 por 1 
0 a5 ctos. cto. 
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6.° Tambien se ha dispuesto que con 
relacion a los veinte cuartos que ahora 
vale el real, se venda la chupa de vino a 7 
cuartos, subdividiéndose en medidas de a 
uno, de a tres y de a cinco cuartos, 
subdividiendose en mitad y en medida de 
ad 2 cuartos. 

7.° Mediante ad que se facilita al 
publico moneda para los cambios, se 
prohibe la circulacion de tabaco en lugar 
de moneda, dandose de término ocho dias 
contados desde el mismo 1.° de Junio, 
tiempo suficiente para que cada particular 
pueda adquirir los cuartos que necesite. 

8.° Supuesto que ha de circular la 
moneda de cobre nuevamente acufada 
por el Excmo. Sefior Ayuntamiento, 
queda desde luego sin efecto lo prevenido 
en el Superior Bando de 9 de Setiembre 
de 1834, con respecto a la admision de 
cuartos que entonces se declaro. 

9.° Ultimamente, estando ya recibidas 
a circulacion las pesetas sencillas acunadas 
en la Peninsula, corresponda sea su valor 
el de treinta y dos cuartos una, y cinco de 
ellas el de un peso fuerte. 

Y para que llegue a noticia de todos, se 
publicara por bando en esta Capital y 
extramuros, imprimiéndose el com- 
petente numero de ejemplares que se 
cireularan a los Jefes de todas las 
provincias con la debida anticipacion para 
igual publicacion y observancia. 

Dado en el Real Palacio de Manila a 3 
de Mayo de 1837. 


This decree sets the value of the cuarto 
at 20 cuartos to one real. The Gov- 
ernment has taken appropriate measures 
in the manufacture of the new copper 
coins (one cuarto, two cuartos and four 
cuartos) to prevent the falsifications of 
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the past, and only those coins which are 
well struck with clear designs are 
acceptable. So that there should be no 
doubts in the public mind about the new 
cuartos, which are larger and heavier than 
the ones used formerly, each Gober- 
nadorcillo should have samples of the 
new cuartos in his Tribunal, to serve as 
samples for those who might have any 
doubts. For the convenience of the 
public, cuartos have been distributed 
around for those who need to change 
their money. 

In view of the subdivision of the real 
into 20 cuartos, a table of prices for 
tobacco is supplied for those who may 
wish to pay in cuartos. Also, the price of 
wine is now given at 7 cuartos for a 
chupa, with subdivisions in measures 
equivalent to one, three, and five cuartos, 
respectively, with further subdivisions in 
half, and in measures worth two cuartos. 

To facilitate the circulation of coins 
for money, it is now prohibited to use 
tobacco instead of money, and people are 
given eight days to comply with this 
regulation and to acquire the necessary 
cuartos. 

Lastly, since the pesetas sencillas 
minted in the Peninsula have become 
accepted into circulation, they should 
continue to do so at their real value of 32 
cuartos to one (peseta sencilla), or five 
pesetas sencillas to one peso fuerte. 


REAL ORDEN DE 8 DE JUNIO DE 
1837 


Por el Ministerio de Hacienda se me ha 
comunicado la Real Orden del tenor 
siguiente: 

Ministerio de Hacienda, 5.° Seccion. — 
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Exemo. Senor. — La Reina Gobernadora 
se ha servido aprobar la determinacion del 
antecesor de V.E. de que did cuenta en 
carta numero 9 relativa a los términos con 
que autorizo el uso de las pesetas 
sevillanas, 6 de cuatro reales, cuya medida 
hizo indispensable la escasez de plata 
menuda que se advierte en esas Islas; pero 
quiere S. M. que sea extraordinaria la 
vigilancia para que dichas pesetas no 
representen, nt se admitan por mas valor 
que el expresado, ni corran nunca como 
columnarias 6 americanas, impidiéndose 
igualmente con todo esfuerzo la introduc- 
cion de monedas falsas. De Real Orden lo 
digo ad V.E. para los efectos convenientes. 
Dios guarde a@ V.E. muchos afios. Madrid 
& de Junio de 1837. Mendizabal. 


The Queen approves the authorization 
of the circulation of pesetas sevillanas, or 
4 reales in the islands which became 
necessary because of the lack of frac- 
tional coinage, but orders that great care 
should be taken that these pesetas 
circulate at their true value and should 
never be given the value of the column- 
arias (which were worth four to one 
peso); and that the greatest effort should 
be taken to prevent introduction of 
counterfeit coins. 


REAL ORDEN DE 1! DE JUNIO DE 
1839 

Excmo. Sr. Por el Ministerio de 
Marina, Comercio y Gobernacion de 
Ultramar se han trascrito ad este de 
Hacienda dos comunicaciones hechas por 
el Capitan General de esas Islas en 24 de 
Enero y 23 de Febrero del afo ultimo, 
manifestando entre otros particulares que 
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la moneda de plata menuda escasea en los 
mercados; y enterada S.M. se ha servido 
resolver que; V.E. informe con la 
brevedad posible si existe efectivamente 
esta escasez de moneda menuda de plata, 
cual puede ser la causa, y cuales los 
medios de remediarla. 


Cognizance is taken of the report of 
the scarcity of fractional silver coinage, 
and an investigation is asked regarding the 
causes and possible solutions. 


ORDEN DE 15 DE JUNIO DE 1844. 

Por una persona muy apreciable y 
fidedigna se me acaba de decir que ha 
visto dias pasados pesos fuertes de Esparia 
del arto 1800 y con el busto de Carlos IV 
en forma de botones, es decir, dos pesos 
fuertes hacen un boton. Estos pesos 
fuertes tienen el uno, por ejemplo en el 
Centro donde esta el busto de Carlos IV 
un anillo pequeno soldado; en este anillo 
se halla otro tambien soldado en el 
Centro de las armas de Esparia del otro 
peso fuerte: de modo que juntos los dos 
pesos por medio de los dos anillos forman 
un boton y si se separan los dos pesos en 
toda la extension quedan desnudos los 
dos anillos que los unen en forma de 
cadena y se ven en cada peso fuerte a un 
lado el busto del Rey, y al otro las armas 
de Espana. Son estos pesos fuertes nuevos 
O parecen haber sido acufiados recien- 
temente y se supone que esto se hava 
hecho en alguna fabrica de Rusia con el 
objeto de darles salida por Ultramar en la 
forma 6 con el nombre de botones a fin 
de que, bajo este titulo, puedan entrar 
por las Aduanas: verificada la entrada y 
quitandoseles los anillos a los pesos, 
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quedariai estos sueltos y con una 
pequenta mancha, el uno en la parte del 
busto, \' el otro en la de las armas, donde 
se hallaba la soldadura de cada uno de 
ellos, y estarian aptos para la circulacion 
- Al sujeto que los ha tenido en sus 
manos, le parece que el metal sobre que 
esta inipreso el atio es plata de este pais, 
mas no ha podido quedarse con ningun 
ejemplar para hacer el ensayo; pero aun 
cuando esa plata nunca tendra la ley de 
los pesos fuertes ni necesita tenerlo en 
clase de mercaderia de comercio como 
botones. ademas como en estos paises no 
se usan tales botones, por lo que no 
pueden encontrar aqui salida en el 
comercio por menos se ha de presumir 
que el objeto de la especulacion ha sido \ 
es hacerlos pasur a Ultramar, bién sea a 
Meéjico, d la Habana, Espafia, etc., para 
venderlos alli, donde librados de los 
anillos, pronto entrarian en circulacion, 
creo conveniente hacer ad V.E. esta 
comunicacion proponiéndome hacer otra 
semejante al Sr. Superintendente de 
Hacienda en la Habana, para la primera 
ocasion. 


It has been noted that pesos fuertes of 
Spain dated 1800 with the bust of Carlos 
IV have been seen in the form of buttons, 
i.e., 2 pesos fuertes make up one button. 
These pesos fuertes have a small ring 
soldered in the center so that when two 
are joined together they form a button. 
These buttons bear the bust of the king 
on one side and the coat-of-arms of Spain 
on the other. These pesos fuertes are new 
or appear to have been manufactured 
recently, and have apparently been 
manufactured in Russia with the inten- 
tion of having them enter the colonies in 
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the form of buttons so as to pass through 
Customs. Once admitted, the small 
soldered ring can be removed leaving only 
a small stain in the center, and therefore 
allowing them to be put into circulation. 
Since these could never pass in Spain, and 
since such buttons are not used in Spain, 
it can only be concluded that they were 
meant to be introduced in the colonies. 


REAL ORDEN DE 13 ABRIL DE 1845 


Exemo. Sr. — Con esta fecha digo al 
Superintendente de la Casa de Moneda de 
Trubia lo siguiente: S.M. la Reina (q. D. 
g.) por resolucion, fecha de ayer, se ha 
servido mandar entre otras cosas, que sin 
péerdida de momento acufie esa Fabrica 
hasta el importe de doscientos mil pesos 
fuertes en monedas de calderilla, las tres 
cuartas partes en piezas de a dos cuartos y 
la cuarta parte restante en piezas de a 
cuarto; que se encargue a esa Superin- 
tendencia, que concluida la acufacion y 
colocados en los envases convenientes 
para su trasporte a Filipinas, avise a 
este Ministerio y le remita una cuenta 
minuciosa \ escrupulosamente formada 
del gasto que tuviese este servicio y que 
espere esa Superintendencia las ordenes 
que han de comunicarsele por mi 
conducto, para hacer la remesa en los 
terminos que se le prevengan. — De Real 
Orden lo comunico ad V. para su noticia y 
puntual cumplimiento. 


The Queen orders 200,000 pesos 
fuertes worth of minor coins (3/4 of 
these in 2-cuartos and the remainder in 
l-cuarto denominations) from the mint 
of Trubia (Jubia) to be sent to the 
Philippines. 
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BANDO DEL GOBIERNO SUPERIOR 
DE 13 DE SETIEMBRE DE 1845 


Hago saber: Qué enterado de que en 
los mercados de China circula gran 
cantidad de nuestra moneda de plata 
sencilla, y con particularidad pesetas 
columnarias de dos reales, y que los 
negociantes, asi nacionales como los de 
las diversas potencias que salen de 
aquellos puertos para el de esta Capital, se 
retracn de recibir alli, ni conducir aqui, 
dicha clase de moneda a causa de que no 
esta admitida a_ circulacion por la 
infinidad de marcas con que los chinos la 
desfiguran, vengo en resolver. Que las 
monedas de a cuatro, de a dos, de a real y 
de medio real, se admitan 4 circulacion en 
esta Plaza, aunque tengan marcas chi- 


nicas, con tal que se conozca en ellas 
distintamente el busto de S.M. y las 
armas de Esparia y no estén agujereadas 
ni rajadas por la circunferencia. 

Y para que llegue a noticia de todos y 
nadie se oponga por alegar ignorancia a 
recibir la expresada moneda con marcas 
chinicas he mandado publicar al presente 
bando y que se fije en los parajes de 
costumbre. — Dado en el Real Palacio de 
Manila a 13 de Setiembre de 1845. 


This decree orders that minor silver 
coins be admitted into circulation despite 
Chinese marks as long as the royal bust 
and the coat-of-arms are distinguishable 
and are not holed nor have edges scraped 
off. 

(to be continued) 


‘A cabinet of coins is a savings bank paying compound interest. 
Yet very few collectors are mere hoarders “‘for revenue only.” The great 


majority of persons who gather these specimens of metallic ink, do so 


because they are interested in the events thereby recorded. A youth 
who forms a collection learns the habits of close observation and 
accurate description; moreover he becomes a lover of completeness 
and of method in arrangement. He is easily led to the doors of a host of 
refining studies, and enters with eagerness. Numismatics illustrates 
history, chronology, mythology, geography, art, and philology — to 


all of which it is inseparably linked.” 
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ee. The Numismatist 
September, 1945 
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GENERAL FERTIG’S GUERRILLAS ON 
MINDANAO AND THEIR MONEY 


(Second of Four Parts) 


by Mary French Catlin 


Were W. Fertig, a native of 
Colorado, received his degree in 

mining at the Colorado School of Mines, 
at Golden, in 1924. When the war broke 
out he had left the United States and was 
superintendent of the largest iron mine in 
the Philippines. He volunteered for active 
duty with the Corps of Engineers of the 
Philippine Department of the U.S. Army. 

Around 40 years old, he was a 
strongly-built, tall man. He had sandy 
hair, but the trim Van Dyke beard he 
wore later to enhance his dignity was a 
deeper red. His grey eyes were questing 
and skeptical — the eyes of a thinker. A 
broad nose and firm wide mouth added a 
general air of indomitability. 

Surviving the fierce warfare on Bataan, 
Fertig was evacuated to Mindanao to 
continue airfield construction. Following 
General Wainwright’s surrender, Lt. Col. 
Fertig, who was on an inspection trip at 
the time, headed for the hills. Mindanao, 
the second largest island of the Phil- 
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ippines, is 36,537 square miles in area. 
Parts of the island Wad never been 
explored by man. On Mindanao Wendell 
Fertig made history. By using psycholo- 
gical skill as well as strict Army discipline, 
the Colonel demonstrated military genius 
in forming his ragged, barefoot, self- 
directed soldiers into a working and 
fighting organization that helped in a 
number of ways to facilitate the freeing 
of the Philippines. 

Slogging through the muck, clouds of 
gnats, the close-pressing trees and en- 
tangling vines of the mountain jungles — 
and managing to keep ahead of the 
enemy — Colonel Fertig was accompanied 
by Chief Petty Officer Elwood H. Offret 
of the U.S. Navy and Army Captain 
Charles W. Hedges, an old frend who 
before the war had been with the 
Kolambugan Lumber Company and was a 
Reserve Officer. More recently he had 
been the USAFFE Commanding Officer 
of the Motor Transport Company at 
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Dansalan. 

Offret and Hedges had been cut off 
from Major General William Sharp’s 
army, to which they had been attached, 
and sought to rejoin it. They joined 
Colonel Fertig instead. 

When they approached the General’s 
Headquarters at the village of Alanib, in 
Bukidnon Province, they determined 
from a distance by means of Fertig’s 
binoculars that the General was nowhere 
in sight and observed a general appear- 
ance of disarray and abandonment. 

Later atop a high promontory along 
the National Road from Dansalan to 
Iligan (in Moro territory) Fertig and 
Hedges on July 4th, 1942 observed what 
was surely the saddest Independence Day 
Parade ever staged. Brigadier General Guy 
O. Fort was sitting alone in the back of a 
truck, bare-headed in the glaring noonday 
sun, leading the line of march — mal- 
nourished American soldiers stumbling 
behind who were tied together by wire. 

The enraged but powerless Lt. Col. 
Fertig knew he was probably the senior 
unsurrendered officer on Mindanao. 

Fertig, Hedges and Offret did not have 
to use currency for their first supplies. 
These were acquired by sorting around 
and choosing much-needed shoes, blank- 
ets, ammunition and guns at the deserted 
and still burning town of Pantalan from 
among U.S. military stores in a building 
that was not yet afire. 

The thfee men ended up at 
Kolambugan, Lanao, where Fertig was 
approached by William Tate, an American 
Mestizo Moro, who came as emissary 
from the American Mestizo Moro Captain 
Luis Morgan. Morgan had organized a 
force of around 400 guermillas in Lanao 
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and Misamis Occidental, but was having 
trouble keeping them under control due 
to rivalry of other guerrilla leaders. 

Morgan wished Col. Fertig to take 
charge of his troops, with the stipulation 
that Morgan would be made Chief of 
Staff and given the rank of Colonel. It 
was Tate’s idea, accepted by Morgan, that 
Fertig pretend to be the General sent 
from Australia by General MacArthur 
with the long-expected aid for the 
Philippines. Fertig saw the possibilities at 
once, but not wanting to appear too 
eager, thought it over for a few days, then 
accepted. To make sure that he, not 
Morgan, was the undisputed commander 
of the guerrillas, Lt. Col. Fertig adopted 
Tate’s suggestion and promoted himself 
to the rank of Brigadier-General. 

Following the surrender of the United 
States Army Forces in the Far East 
(USAFFE) in May 1942, Mindanao was 
ninety-five per cent American territory, 
with the Japanese occupying cities that 
were all on the coast — Davao City, 
Davao; Luan, Cotabato; Zamboanga City, 
Zamboanga; Cagayan, Bukidnon; and 
Surigao, Surigao Province. Tate, recog- 
nizing the possibilities of a guerrilla 
stronghold, suggested that they move into 
relatively unoccupied Misamis Occidental, 
up around the bay from General Fertig’s 
headquarters at Baroy, in Lanao Province. 
He volunteered to scout the area for guns 
and information. 

In mid-September, 1942 William Tate, 
with 37 men, sailed for Misamis Occi- 
dental in two small fishing boats. He sent 
back reports of having met no Japanese 
and that he had collected the guns at the 
fishing town of Tangub. Colonel Morgan 
joined him. 
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Most of the enemy were then fighting 
on the islands north of Australia. There 
were only 125 Japanese in Misamis 
Occidental and they were soon elimi- 
nated. 

There were 200 guerrillas waiting on 
the beach one murky night in September 
to join General Fertig and Captain Hedges 
for the invasion of Misamis Occidental. 
The heavily loaded native out-rigger 
canoe and six fishing boats crossed 
Panguil Bay and landed at Tangub. The 
guerrillas and their leaders then pro- 
ceeded the short distance to Misamis 
City, where the General formally declared 
a state of martial law and proclaimed the 
province free, as follows: 


UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES IN 
THE PHILIPPINES 
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING 
GENERAL IN THE FIELD OF 
MINDANAO & SULU 


18 September 1942 


On September 18, 1942, our forces 
under Major L.L. MORGAN completed 
the occupation of Misamis Occidental 
province and Northern Zamboanga from 
the hands of the Japanese Military 
Government, and raised the American 
and Filipino Flags therein. 

In behalf of the United States of 
America, the Philippine Commonwealth 
Government is re-established in these 
regions under the Military Authorities. 
All Civil Laws and regulations will be 
followed except in those cases where they 
conflict with Military Laws. In such cases 
Military Laws will prevail. 

This procedure shall continue to be 
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enforced until such a time when it shall 
be declared suspended, or terminated. 


/s/ W.W. Fertig 
Brigadier General, USA, 
Commanding Mindanao & Sulu Force 


Plans had worked out beautifully and 
pieces fell into place readily in this small 
segment of the vast jigsaw panorama of 
the Pacific War. 

Cars in Captain Hedges’ motor pool 
were still usable. The telegraph line was in 
operation. The telephone system needed 
repair, but this was accomplished by 
using pop bottles for insulators. They 
burned coconut oil to operate the big 
generators — that’s where the guerrillas 
got their power. Bowls made of coconut 
shells in different sizes served as dishes. 

A great deal of Yankee ingenuity was 
employed to make the “aid” that 
supposedly came from General Mac- 
Arthur. They manufactured their own 
gun-powder, using amatol from the mines 
mixed with low-grade miners’ dynamite. 
Bullets were fashioned from round brass 
curtain rods by the Women’s Auxiliary 
Service. With a spring missing, sometimes 
guns were made to work by means of 
rubber bands. Hand-crafted guns called 
paltiks were used effectively. 

The things they couldn’t produce or 
repair had to be obtained from the 
Filipinos. General Fertig reasoned they 
couldn’t expect these very willing but 
poor people to just give the fighters food 
and other provisions. They should be 
paid, which meant the guerrillas needed 
money. So they printed money. 

Samuel J. Wilson, who had been an 
engraver in Manila before the war, was 
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mint director and treasurer. Wilson was 
also a successful speculator in mining 
stocks and real estate, so knew finance. 
After the fighting started he was com- 
missioned a Naval Lieutenant and sent on 
a special mission for the Navy. Mission 
accomplished, Sam had been constantly 
on the move in the rugged mountains of 
Lanao Province, accompanied by two 
Filipinos. 

He had been sent a message asking him 
to join Fertig, which Wilson ignored. His 
wife and two young sons were in the 
concentration camp at Santo Tomas and 
he feared for their safety if he joined the 
guerrillas; but he finally did. Thin, hungry 
and desperate -- where else could he go? 

The first emergency money was typed 
on an ordinary and decrepit typewriter 
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Colonel Wendell W Fertig and his officers at Dansalan, Lanao during the latter 
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on rice-paper. 

Bill Azbell and the writer examined 
one of the rare early bills (dated 
December 1943) in his beautiful living 
room, decorated and furnished in Ori- 
ental and Philippine style, and _ over- 
looking the wide Pacific, some 25 years 
later. He pointed out that this money was 
signed in ink in three places by three 
different men. Bearing the number 4893, 
the sum 50 borders the sides and bottom 
of this money, which reads: This certifies 
that there has been deposited with the 
Regimental Finance Officer, 125 Infantry 
Regiment the sum of Fifty Centavos 
(PO.50) payable to the bearer on demand. 
Signed by Alejandro Suarez, Lieu’ 
Colonel, 125 Infantry Regt., the other 
two signatures are illegible. 
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Who was Suarez? Alejandro Suarez, 
then around 45 years old, was a Spanish 
Moro mestizo who had studied in the 
United States: He served with the 
Philippine Constabulary in Cotabato and 
Sulu for 27 years. When the Japanese 
landed at Taglibi, Jolo in December 1941, 
Suarez was wounded but escaped to 
Mindanao, where he served under General 
Fort until his surrender. Surrendering 
with General Fort, he was taken to 
Cotabato by the Japanese and appointed 
Commander of the Bureau of Consta- 
bulary for that Province. 

Suarez escaped the Japanese in Jan- 
uary 1943, and went to Tawi Tawi. He 
established his Sulu Area Command as 
follows: the first on Tawi Tawi, appro- 
ximately 350 men; the second on Siasi, 
about 250 men; and the third on Jolo 
with around 200 men. Suarez’ Head- 
quarters was on the Malum River near 
Bato Bato. This was in February, 1943. 
In March and April 1943, Suarez 
consolidated Lt. Imao’s Jolo sector into 
the Sulu guerrilla organization from Tawi 
Tawi, and established contact between 
Sulu and Mindanao. Establishment of the 
125th Regiment under Col. Fertig was a 
result. 

Leaving his lieutenants in charge, Col. 
Suarez joined General Fertig on Minda- 
nao and assisted him in setting up a Civil 
Government and issuing currency. It was 
Fertig’s custom (and strength) to place 
previous experienced government leaders 
in positions of trust, and this usually won 
their loyalty and support. 

On the obverse side of Azbell’s emer- 
gency currency 50 ¢ had been stamped 
with a rubber stamp. Particularly note- 
worthy was the built-in death penal- 
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ty for counterfeiting on the face of the 
bill, and also the water-mark, which has 
somewhat the appearance of a catspaw 
and would be difficult to duplicate. 

Later guerrilla money was more 
orthodox even though the guerrillas still 
had no printing press. Bills were engraved 
daily in an open shed on the outskirts of 
the capital city of Oroquieta on Iligan 
Bay. Their printing plates were hand- 
carved from hardwood, and printing was 
accomplished by applying a mixture of 
dyes and soot-ink to the plates, then 
pressing the design onto heavy kraft 
wrapping paper. Guarantee and warning 
against counterfeiting were given in two 
languages, English and Cebuano. How- 
ever, punishment for counterfeiting had 
been lightened. This note is redeemable at 
face value after the emergency and will 
not be devaluated or discriminated 
against. Counterfeiting of this note will 
be severely punished. 

When I asked Col. Fertig if any 
counterfeiters were actually given the 
death penalty, he replied in a letter dated 
Dec. 20, 1973: “Counterfeiting was not a 
problem, simply because there was no 
paper available. I do not recall any 
counterfeiters who were executed. By my 
orders all paper was confiscated and since 
we controlled the sources of paper and 
ink, we worried very little about any 
counterfeiting attempt. 

“We had more trouble with the 50 
peso lawton’s printed for the Philippine 
Government and never issued. About 
3,000,000 pesos in these bills were stolen 
by the Moros and put in circulation. The 
Islands accepted them at face value in 
spite of the fact that I had ordered the 
confiscation of these bills since they had 
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never been officially authorized.” 

General Fertig’s price controls to stop 
the black market worked exceptionally 
well, he said. It was a very simple system; 
the price of corn and rice (the two 
staples) were pegged by General Fertig 
and all the other prices fell in line. “‘But, 
of course, you must remember that this 
was a time of crisis and no _ black 
marketeering was tolerated,’ he empha- 
sized. 

“Executions took place in four or five 
instances but when the word spread, 
there was no more problem.” 

Sam Wilson’s mint operated round- 
the-clock, every day. The audacity of 
lights blazing in the “mint” and other 
staff buildings at night gave General 
Morimoto the idea that he was dealing 
with a confident, well-armed army of 
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considerable strength, instead of the 
ill-equipped, rudimentary army which 
was the reality. 

Before the war the Philippine Islands 
had been divided into ten Military 
Districts. As the guerrilla organization 
grew, Philippine Army Divisions were 
organized - at least partially — in each 
District. The familiar military desig- 
nations were readily accepted by the 
populace, who many times risked death 
to help the guerrillas. 

Marcelo T. Paiso, Deputy Governor of 
Lanao at the time the Japanese invaded, 
was appointed Governor of Lanao by 
General Fertig. Mr. Edward Kuder was 
named Civil Affairs Director the 10th 
Military District Command. 

The existence of the Mindanao guer- 
rillas was made known to General 
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Headquarters in November 1942 when 
Capt. Jordan A. Hamner and Capt. 
Charles Smith arrived in Australia by boat 
with reports from the guerrillas of their 
progress in maintaining their organization 
and pleas for help in the way of supplies. 

Shortly after radio contact was esta- 
blished between the Southwest Pacific 
Area and Mindanao, General Fertig was 
officially recognized as the Commander 
of the 10th Military District, which 
included Mindanao and Sulu. 

Sulu was separated from the Mindanao 
Command and Col. Suarez was appointed 
Sulu Area Commander in February 1944. 
It was just in time — the Sulu guerrillas 
were just about ready to disintegrate. 
Suarez accomplished a successful reorgan- 


ization, and with small amounts of 
supplies sent by submarine from SWPA, 
by December 1944 the total number of 
guerrillas in the Tawi Tawi, Siasi-Tapul 
and Jolo areas was 1,477 men. 

At first the American submarines 
brought in about 7 tons per trip, which 
included carbines, ammunition, medicines 
and radios. Spread around, it was not 
much, but very useful; and more would 
come later. 

Despite reeognition of Fertig as 
Commander of the 10th Military District, 
a not-so-welcome message from Mac- 
Arthur was also on the sub: Fertig is 
Lieutenant Colonel of the United States 
Infantry. 

(To be continued ) 





“Art deals with things forever incapable of definition, and 
belongs to beauty, joy and worship.” —— Plotinus. 


“Though we travel the world over to find the beautiful, 


we must carry it with us, or we find it not.” 


—— Emerson. 


“Art is the work of the whole spirit of man.” —~— Ruskin 
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Museum News & Notes 





CBMM GOES TO SPAIN 


The first Philippine numismatic exhi- 
bit in Spain was held last September, 
jointly sponsored by the Central Bank 
Money Museum and the Banco de 
Espafia. The exhibit was located in the 
specially designed exhibit hall within the 
premises of the Banco de Espafia in 
Madrid from September 19 to 26, and 
was transferred to the Banco de Espafia in 
Barcelona, where it remained from 
September 29 to October 7. 

A commemorative medal was minted 
at the Fabrica Nacional de Timbre y 
Moneda in Spain specially for the 
occasion. The crown-sized sterling silver 
medal, designed by CB Numismatic 
Consultant Dra. Angelita G. Legarda, and 
executed by CBMM artist-draftsman Do- 


mingo A. Arcos, Jr., features the 1766 
“barrilla” copper coin in frosted relief in 
the center. The obverse bears the obverse 
design of the barrilla above and the 
inscription “PRIMERA EXPOSICION 
NUMISMATICA DE FILIPINAS EN 
ESPANA 1979” below in four lines. The 
reverse bears the reverse design of the 
barrilla below, the Central Bank seal 
above, and the inscription “BANCO 
CENTRAL DE_ FILIPINAS” above. 
Mintage was 2000, and the medal was a 
complete sell-out. 

The CBMM numismatic team for the 
exhibit in Spain consisted of Dra. 


Angelita G. Legarda, Antonio M. del 
Mundo, and Domingo A. Arcos, Jr. 
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CBMM CONSULTANT ATTENDS 
INTERNATIONAL NUMISMATIC CONGRESS 


The CBMM was represented at the 
International Numismatic Congress which 
took place in Bern, Switzerland Septem- 
ber 9-15 by Dra. Angelita Legarda, 
Numismatic Consultant and Curator of the 
CBMM. The International Numismatic 


Congress is a prestigious meeting of 
numismatic scholars which takes place 
only once every six years. Dra. Legarda 
was the lone Philippine representative to 
the Congress. 


COUNTERFEIT DETECTION SEMINAR 


CBMM personnel have been registered 
for the first OIN (Organization of 
International Numismatists) Counterfeit 
Detection Seminar to be held outside 
North America, and sponsored by the 
Philippine Numismatic & Antiquarian 


Society. Museum Staff registered for the 
three-day seminar in November are Dra. 
Angelita G. Legarda, Curator, Messrs. 
Antonio M. del Mundo (Administrative 
Officer), Domingo A. Arcos, Jr., and Ben 
M. Alcantara. 


NEW ACQUISITIONS 


The CBMM recently made some 
significant acquisitions specially  en- 
hancing the Philippine counterstamp 
section. A major acquisition was a U.S. 
half dollar with “Y II.” counterstamp. 


Other important acquisitions were a 4R 
Mexican cob with “F.7.°” counterstamp, 
and a Brazil, 1816 960 Reis with double 
counterstamp: “VALP” and “‘Y.II.” 


SAVE IN BANKS 
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When you bid for a Central Bank Certificate of 
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